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presents the greatest difficulties. Adam Smith, also gives the highest praise to the ordinary agricultural labourers as compared with those of the towns. " How much the lower ranks of people in the country are really superior to those of the town, is well known to every man whom either business or curiosity has led to converse much with both/'
If they had their deserts the labourers in the country would be paid much more highly than those in the towns, and it is worth noting that the main reason assigned for the lower remuneration of those engaged in agriculture is the greater power of combination possessed by the traders in the towns.
In making a bargain between the towns and the country, for the division of the gross produce of the two, the former have the greater bargaining power. In recent years the increased mobility of labour has raised the rates of wages in agriculture relatively, and no doubt the rise will be continued.
Adam Smith also commends agriculture from the national point of view because the capital that is acquired to any country by commerce and manufactures is always a very precarious and uncertain possession till some part of it has been secured and realised in the cultivation and improvement of its lands.
This last reason naturally leads to the consideration of the othe^ differences in the employments of capital from the point of view of national advantage.